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land (the Cranewood property) adjacent to 
the northeast corner of this tract. Motel-style 
apartments and a trailer park are now located 
on the Cranewood property. An additional 
11.62 acres adjacent to the southeast corner 
of the cornfi eld is occupied by the Nebraska 
Center for Safety Education. The Center was 
established by 1978 legislation to provide 
instruction in traffi c, industrial, home, fi re, and 
recreational safety. Its driving range facility is 
a regional hub for driver training and safety 
education. 

In 2006 the Nebraska Department of Health 
and Human Services transferred to UNK 
252.33 acres of farmland located about one mile 
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10PlanCollege to the University of Nebraska, 

Ltd., developed a UNK Campus Facili-

ties Master Plan. 
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document. If UNK grows substantially—
through larger enrollment—the main campus 
is too small to accommodate the program, 
residential, and recreational space expansions 
that will likely be needed. Current undeveloped 
property, accordingly, will become the site 
of mainstream UNK programmatic activity. 
Even in the absence of such growth, however, 
we regard the land south of West Center as 
the likely site of new facilities addressing 
long-standing needs. We also envision that 
these properties have potential to be used in 
new ways to advance our mission and serve 
evolving state, regional, and community 
interests. We expect to consult and collaborate 
with constituents and stakeholders to identify 
particular initiatives along these lines. As they 
take shape we will incorporate them into the 
UNK and University-wide planning process.   

C A M P U S  B O U N D A R I E S  
A N D  B U F F E R  P R O P E R T Y
This plan cannot address all the development 
possibilities that might emerge in particular 
property acquisition scenarios. Opportunities 
to acquire adjacent or nearby property will 
arise unpredictably. However, it is plain that 
we could use such property to serve a variety 
of campus interests: to rationalize perimeter 
traffi c, to add more parking capacity, to 
supplement UNK housing, to enhance green/
open and recreational space, or to emphasize 
and enhance campus entrances. We are alert 
for such prospects, and as they materialize, we 
will adjust this plan accordingly.  

 CHAPTER 2
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• Facilities Department

 – Lee V. McQueen, Director Facilities 
 Management and Planning

• Administration

 – John L. Lakey, Interim Vice Chancellor   
 for Business & Finance

With consultant assistance from Sinclair Hille, 
the group drew on analyses and conclusions 
that had emerged in several related processes, 
including:

• UNK campus-wide strategic planning, a 
comprehensive process launched in 2004.

• The April 2004 Institutional Self-Study for 
North Central Re-Accreditation, which 
refl ects campus-wide assessment (including 
evaluation of the physical campus) 
conducted for more than a year. 

• Extensive planning in 2005 and 2006 for 
LB 605 initiatives: Bruner Hall of Science 
Expansion and Renovation and central 
utilities service.

• Planning for long-term renewal of our 
residential hall inventory and for the fi rst 
stage of that effort: ongoing construction of 
three new halls on the eastern part of main 
campus.    

Data Gathering & 
Stakeholder Input
Among the concerns about the physical 
campus recorded in earlier studies were the 
following: a backlog of deferred maintenance 
and repair projects affecting many buildings 
on campus; aging residence halls; the need 
to replace or renovate sports and recreational 
facilities; and programmatic renovations for 
Bruner Hall and Otto Olsen.  

To assess the currency of these observations, 
and to ensure that facilities planners have the 
benefi t of “customer” appraisals of our physical 
campus and its future potential, the Advisory 
Committee over a period of several months 
conducted a series of forums or focus group 
discussions with a variety of constituencies. 
These included:

• Faculty Senate Forum

• Student Government Forum

• Staff Senate Forum

 CHAPTER 3
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Faculty and Staff Trends
Numbers of UNK faculty and staff have 
averaged 12% to 14% of student enrollment 
during the past decade. The peak year was 
928 in 1996, with 894 in 2005. Ratio of faculty 
and staff to students is expected to remain 
within this range through the planning period, 
resulting in faculty and staff totals of 1,038 by 
2015 (assuming enrollment growth). These 
numbers exclude temporary and student 
workers.

Housing
The residential experience at UNK is regarded 
as an integral part of our educational mission 
and program. While the number of students 
living in university housing decreased from 
2,224 in 1996 to 2,016 in 2005, the percentage of 
total enrollment living on campus has increased 
from 29.0% to 31.3% in that period. Since 
2000, the average has been 30.7%. We expect 
this number to rise as we address qualitative 
defi ciencies in our facilities.  

Average construction of UNK residence 
halls dates to the early 1960’s. Current on-
campus housing inventory is heavily reliant on 

traditional (two-occupant) rooms, with semi-
suite accommodations offered in the CTE and 
CTW towers. The number of students residing 
in traditional residence halls has decreased as 
double rooms have been converted to single 
rooms to meet student preferences. Coincident 
with these changes in room use patterns are 
changes in student expectations concerning 
their housing needs. Therefore, it is very 
important that UNK residence halls undergo a 
systematic renovation process that transforms 
our housing to meet the needs of millennial 
generation and subsequent students.
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Barring unprecedented and unexpected 
advances in enrollment of traditional students, 
the overall size of our housing inventory 
should be adequate to meet requirements 
through 2015. But aging and outdated facilities 
must be replaced or substantially renovated 
within the planning period. In addition, surveys 
conducted in conjunction with a 2004 housing 
master plan indicated that we need to add new 
living options to the inventory, including the 
suite-style rooms that are featured in the three 

new halls that will be operational by fall 2008. 
The ongoing project will replace more than 300 
beds in the near-term. Further stages of the 
residential renewal envisioned in this facilities 
development plan will renovate our remaining 
traditional halls and modernize our apartment 
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Overall student station utilization is 53.4 
percent. The chart below shows that rooms 
seating 30-39 students and 40-59 students are 
the closest to reaching target station utilization, 
with 61.6 percent and 62.4 percent station 
utilization per week. Again, with present class 
scheduling rooms with 10-19 seats are furthest 
from target values. Future station utilization 
values will be higher as a large lecture hall 
is removed from inventory, and classes are 
relocated to smaller rooms. 

 CHAPTER 4
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expansion and renovation of Bruner
Hall of Science and the planned renovation 
of Otto Olsen. Such analyses continue with 
reson 
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Parking
There are over 3,100 surface stalls available by 
permit or meter on the contiguous campus and 
in adjacent lots. The existing parking stall-to-
population ratio is over 43 percent. Projecting 
through 2015, with enrollment growth of 1.5% 
per year and maintaining 14% ratio of staff to 
students, UNK will need 445 additional parking 
stalls, based on current space guidelines. 

Expansion of campus parking will be needed 
during this planning period. Options to 
develop additional parking capacity range 
from developing new lots on available buffer 
property to constructing parking decks over 
existing surface lots. Only 62% of our parking 
spaces are on the eastern side of campus, 
where 77% of classes are taught and 85% of 
resident students live. This suggests that we 
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U N K  R E C R E A T I O N  I N V E N T O R Y

TYPE OF AREA

Previous Current

COUNT SQUARE FEET COUNT SQUARE FEETSand Volleyball Court2 11,560 0 0

Tennis Courts4 25,440 0 0

Basketball Courts4 4,41 4 4,41 

Playing Field, Synthetic, Lighted1 261,250 1 261,250

Multi-Use Field (Matheny Property)

1 547,388 1 547,388

Intramural Fields3 234,000 3 234,000

UNK Total, s.f. 1,083,931 1,046,931

UNK Total, Acres 24.9 24.0

          RecreationE

xterior r ecreation space accounts for 24.0 
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In addition to these needs, the Facilities 
Development Plan addresses a variety of 
qualitative defi ciencies and improvement 
imperatives to extend the useful life of existing 
facilities and adapt them to UNK’s educational 
and residential needs.  The Bruner Hall and 
Otto Olsen projects are examples. 

Two other needs are also apparent:

• To expand and enhance facilities now 
devoted to wellness programs – i.e., 
individual and group health/fi tness 
assessment, training, and instruction. 
Space now allocated to this function in 
Cushing Coliseum is outdated and inadequate.  

• To replace University Heights. This 
aging facility should be completely 
renovated, rebuilt on its current site, or 
moved to another location adjacent to 
campus. Options for developing another 
site include the south farmland property 
or the existing motel property. This will 
be accomplished as part of the residential 
renewal strategy described elsewhere in 
this document. 

Utilities
Farris Engineering was engaged to update 
the campus utility master plan. This update 
considered electrical, thermal, sanitary and 
domestic water systems external to buildings. 
The study also identifi ed weaknesses in 
campus utility systems and proposed phased 
corrective action.

The analysis considered the present condition, 
capacity, and locations of the two existing 
production plants (one on the eastern part 
of main campus and one on the western 
part). This also reviewed distribution piping, 
feasibility, cost and timing of potential 
utility infrastructure improvements serving 
production and distribution needs of the entire 
campus. Fire alarm, security, access, voice, 
data, or other systems inside or outside of 
buildings were not included within the analysis.

The Executive Summary of this report is 
included as Appendix I of this update.

 CHAPTER 4
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Land Use Analysis
A C A D E M I C / R E S E A R C H
On the east part of the main campus, it is likely 
that future development of academic/research 
functions will occur within the parameters 
currently occupied by these activities. 
However, as in the Bruner Hall project which 
is in planning stages, additions/renovations 
to existing buildings may be possible. On the 
west part of main campus, three sites might 
be made available for new academic/research 
facilities. One is on the green space west of the 
College of Education and north of Highway 30. 
A second is the intramural fi eld on the west 
edge of campus. A third would be on the site 
currently housing the Facilities Motor Pool, just 
north of Main Street.  

Several factors suggest that properties south 
of Highway 30 should not be considered 
for future academic/research uses. First, 
extending the required utilities service to that 
area would be costly and would complicate 
infrastructure planning. Second, it would be 
contrary to a decades-long development thrust 
at UNK, which is to eliminate the dissection 
of mainstream educational functions on our 
campus by major vehicular thoroughfares. 
Third, safety concerns argue against increasing 
foot traffi c across a major community 
transportation artery.  

Farmland property south of West Center 
might, however, be appropriate to 
accommodate future expansion of the 
Nebraska Safety Center, if added training 
responsibilities or service enhancements so 
require. 

 CHAPTER 5
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C A M P U S  L I F E
The eastern part of UNK’s main 
campus has developed into a 
full-service academic village, 
with students living near where 
they learn. Here, facilities for 
support services and campus life 
are close at hand, and academic 
facilities, designed to promote 
faculty collaboration and student-
faculty interaction, are readily 
accessible. Residence halls in this 
area surround the student union, 
where the campus dining service 
and other student activities are 
located. Future development 
of this residential core will 
primarily consist of renovations 
of existing facilities. It may also 
include eventual replacement of 
Conrad and Martin Halls by new 
apartment-style residence halls 
generally on the current Martin 
Hall site. 

Within the time frame 
contemplated by this update, we 
expect to replace the University 
Heights apartment complex, 
either by demolishing the 
old facility and rebuilding it in place, or by 
constructing a new facility on an alternate site. 
Potential sites for this housing include south 
of the Highway 30 within the south farmland 
site or on the multi use property known as 
the Matheny property. It is not presently 
anticipated that the west farmland property 
would be considered for student housing.

The Cranewood Motel property was recently 
purchased to continue development of the 
campus perimeter. This facility is not currently 
considered a part of the student housing 
inventory, and as such is shown separately 
from those facilities. The condition of the 
facilities located on this property would not 
warrant the cost for renovation to meet student 
living standards.

 CHAPTER 5
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R E C R E A T I O N  A N D  A T H L E T I C S
UNK’s current recreational and sports 
infrastructure is composed of the Cope 
Stadium/Foster Field complex, the HPER 
facility and Cushing Coliseum, and the playing 
and practice fi elds which lie west of the 
College of Education, south of Highway 30 on 
the Matheny property, and on the west edge 
of campus. Any future development serving 
these functions on main campus would likely 
be confi ned to current venues. These sites 
could also afford space, via either expansion 
or renovation of current facilities, for new 
wellness programs.

The farmland south of West Center also has 
potential to address long-standing needs for 
recreational facilities including tennis courts 
and a running track.  The dilapidated tennis 
and track facilities formerly loce facilitielsion[
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P A R K I N G
Twenty-nine parking lots are dispersed 
throughout the campus. Lot #26-B is off 
campus, abutting 8th Street. Another off-
campus lot, #29, is south of West 24th Street, 
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Facilities Development Plan

Map 13: Future Campus Land Use



59

Map 14: Facilities Development Plan
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 CHAPTER 6: Implementation 
 Recommendations

Overview
The purpose of this 2006 Facilities 
Development Plan is to update the 1997 Master 
Plan and ensure that a unifying, but fl exible 
vision governs the development of the physical 
campus over the next seven to ten years. While 
the Facilities Development Plan builds on the 
guiding principles and goals of the 1997 Plan, 
it has been shaped by careful assessment of 
our current situation, our progress in meeting 
its goals, our appraisal of future campus needs, 
and new input from our stakeholders.

Implementation of the Facilities Development 
Plan will be governed by the strategic agenda 
of the University, which refl ects overall 
directions set in the Board of Regents’ Strategic 
Framework.  Challenges related to the 
implementation of the Facilities Development 
Plan include: resource constraints (including 

limited bonding capacity); the extent of 
the challenge to remedy some facilities’ 
shortcomings; the need to coordinate with a 





62

2 0 0 6  -  2 0 1 5Facilities Development Plan

new construction in these areas should be 
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642006 -12815Facilities Development PlanOther Studies & Planning Efforts• Utilities Master Plan: Farris Engineering has recently developed a thermal and capital needs study for building expansions and renovation.  The Appendix re�  ects the 

results of this Development Plan. 

• Parking Master Plan: Sinclair Hille Architects are currently developing a Parking Master Plan.

• Landscape Master Plan: In addition, Sinclair Hille Architects are also developing a design for the campus landscape zones. 

• Campus and Greek Life Housing Master Plan: Completed in12804, this plan covers the current and future phased development of residence halls. 

• Athletic and Recreation Master Plan: A concept has been developed for potential construction of athletic and recreation facilities on the south farmland property. However, because of the recent renovation of Foster Field and the addition of the Ron and Carol Cope Stadium, it will need to be revised.

• Construction Project Process: UNK 

should undertake an evaluation of the 

policies and procedures in the project 

planning and construction process to 

ensure that needs can be met quickly and 

economically. The existing communication 

process should be updated to educate 

faculty, staff, administrators and 

stakeholders on recent developments in the 

construction planning process.• Updating Design Guidelines: The design guidelines for the campus should be reviewed and updated to provide consistency and coordination in the design 



65

UNK Policy Recommendations
The development of this plan has identifi ed 
policy issues that should be considered for 
future discussion. 

• Parking Study: As on many campuses, 
there is, at UNK, a perceived need for 
additional, “convenient” parking. However, 
existing distant lots continue to be under-
utilized. Further study is needed to 
determine what can be done to improve 
utilization of distant lots. Additional study 
also needs to be done on the impact of the 
new residence halls on current parking lots 
located on the east side of campus.

• Space Analysis and Policy Dvf
7.086, y:
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  APPENDIX

The appendix can be found on the following 
pages.

APPENDIX
































