
FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS – UNO  

FACILITIES, PLANNING & CAPITAL PROGRAMS  UNIVERSITY



FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS – UNO  

FACILITIES, PLANNING & CAPITAL PROGRAMS  UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
JANUARY 2025   
 Page 2 of 3 

the alarm tone to the zones during any active alarm condition. The system should provide, as a 
minimum, the following functions and features: 

a) Interface with the fire alarm system, utilizing appropriate and approved interfacing 
methods. 

b) Continuous electronic supervision of all components for opens, shorts, grounds, or 
other faults that would interfere with the distribution of the fire alarm tone or voice page. 

c) Supervision of the speaker lines for opens, shorts, or grounds that would prevent the 
proper distribution of the emergency audio communications. 

d) Failure of any of the components or speaker lines would cause an audible and visual 
trouble fault indication at the equipment rack and at the fire alarm control panel. 

e) Upon actuation from the fire alarm panel, the alarm tone should be transmitted over the 
building speakers continuously throughout the entire facility until the speaker/recorded 
announcement begins. Use temporal-3 sound, before and after recorded message. 

f) Visual signals should flash upon alarm until the system is reset. 
g) Provide manual fire alarm tone initiation to selected zone(s). 
h) Provisions for the system to be used for “alert” paging. Alert paging is ability to access 

the system from remote locations by either microphones or telephone lines. Provide 
circuits to cut out “alert” paging when system is activated by fire alarm control panel. 

i) Provide a separate emergency tone generator for signals other than fire alarm tone. 
j) The system should have a minimum of two digital amplifiers not exceeding 60% load 

on any circuit. 
k) The Fire Alarm Installer is required to supply a “Valcom” unit for voice over paging.  
l) Fire Alarm Installer should be required to provide up to four hours of training on the 

operation and maintenance of the installed system for UNL maintenance personnel. 
m) The Fire Alarm Installer should be required to provide to the UNL Maintenance 

Department, at no additional cost, any specialized tools, equipment or software 
required to service the fire alarm system. 

 
Acceptable Manufacturers: Fire Detection/Alarm Systems:  Only Edwards 
EST products are acceptable at UNO. Clean Agent panels can be other as approved by UNO 
FMP 
 
Emergency Audio Communications System: System should meet or exceed the standards of 
performance, quality and appearance of equipment manufactured by Edwards EST. 
 
Speakers: UL-listed for fire protection service and approved for the system being installed. Ceiling 
mount speaker strobes shall be used wherever possible. 

 
Note: Provide specification-grade devices approved for use with the system being installed. 

 
Connection to UNL Telecommunications: The emergency audio communications system will 



FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS – UNO  

FACILITIES, PLANNING & CAPITAL PROGRAMS  UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
JANUARY 2025   


